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Abstract 

This paper is about the imperative of Agricultural Growth and Economic Development in Nigeria. The main 
objective of this study is to examine the impact of agricultural growth on economic development in Nigeria with 
a view to finding out whether it has contributed positively or otherwise the methodology adopted in this paper is 
content analysis. Secondary data has been carefully presented and analyzed. The study found out among other 
things that agriculture has had significant effect on economic development in Nigeria through job creation, 
provision of food as well as a source of government revenue. On the whole, agricultural sector contributed 
significantly to Nigeria’s GDP. It recommended that government should provide loans to farmers to acquire 
sophisticated farm tools and increase her budgetary allocation to Ministry of Agriculture as well as establish 
research institutes on agriculture. 
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Introduction 

Agricultural sector is seen as an engine that 
contributes to the growth of the overall economy of 
Nigeria (Abayomi, 2015). The importance of 
agriculture to economic development of Nigeria 
cannot be overemphasized. Agriculture generally 
has to do with human beings and how to transform 
raw materials into finish products in an effective 
and efficient manner. Nigeria is therefore endowed 
with abundant agricultural resources or crops such 
as soybeans, beans, orange, mangoes, just to 
mention a few. Agriculture constitutes one of the 
most important sectors of the Nigeria economy. As 
a result, it also contributes to the growth of the 
economy in many ways such as employment, 
foreign exchange, revenue generation as well as 
poverty reduction (Abayomi, 2015). 

Agriculture was an important sector in the 
Nigeria economy in the past decades, and is still a 
major sector despite the oil boom. Agriculture 
accounted for 70% of total export in 2010, it fell 
down to 40% in 2015 and crashed down again to 
10% in 2016 respectively. The decline in the 
agriculture sector was due to the rise in crude oil 
revenue in the early 2015, but rise to 78% in 2019 
to date when border was closed in 2019 by the 
president (Oji-Okoro, 2019).Adebayo, (2019) states 
that between 2010 – 2020, agriculture suffered a 
setback because of mismanagement of funds by 
government agencies under agricultural sectors like 
Bank of industry, Agriculture development Bank, 
Ministry of Agriculture.Other factors he points out 
include: inconsistent and poorly conceived 
government policies such as untimely release of 

fertilizer and tractors to farmers at high rates as 
well as inadequate storage facilities. All these, 
according to him constitute major problems 
hindering the development of agriculture in 
Nigeria. 

Agriculture was the main stay of the Nigeria 
economy before and after independence long 
before oil was discovered, provided food for about 
80% of the Nigeria population from 2010 – 2020 
and as well provided employment for more than 
50% Nigerians and is considered largest employer 
of labour force between 2010-2020 as many were 
engaged in agricultural activities such as livestock 
farming, fish farming, crop farming among others. 
Agriculture also provided source of income to 
government for the provision of basic social 
amenities like pipe borne water, good roads, 
electricity. However with the coming of the oil 
boom, attention was shifted from agriculture to oil 
thereby neglecting agriculture. To diversify the 
Nigeria’s economy, there has been concerted effort 
by successive governments to return to agriculture 
more so that oil was becoming deplorable and 
losing its price in the international market, thereby 
denying the country of huge revenue (Abayomi, 
2015). 

Agricultural sector has the potential to be the 
industrial and economic spring board from which a 
country’s development can take off. It therefore has 
a stronghold in an economy, for without it a 
country will always depend on foreign countries to 
survive. Agriculture contributes to the economic 
growth and development through five inter-sectoral 
linked via: supply of surplus labour to firms in the 
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industrial sector; supply of food for domestic 
consumption; provision of market for industrial 
output; supply of domestic savings and industrial  
investment; supply of foreign exchange from 
agriculture export earnings to finance import 
goods(Oji-okoro, 2018). 

The aim of the study is therefore is to review 
the performance of agriculture from 2010-2020 
with a view to seeing how it has impacted on 
growth and economic development in Nigeria. 

Definition of Key Terms 
a. Agricultural  

Various people define agriculture in different 
ways, but one common thing among these 
definitions is the fact that it is the production of 
food, feed, fiber and other goods by the systematic 
growing and harvesting of plants and animals. For 
instance, Akinboyo (2010) defines agriculture as 
the science of making use of the land to raise plants 
and animals. It is simplification of natures, food, 
weeds and the rechanneling of energy for human 
planting and animal consumption.  

Related, Ikala (2015) contends that 
agriculture is the profession of majority of humans. 
The United Nations Organization (2016) therefore 
estimated that over 50% of the world’s population 
is engaged in agriculture or dependent on it’s for a 
living.This includes general activities such as 
farming, fishing, animal husbandry and forestry. 

Similarly, Ahmed (2016) defines agriculture 
as the production of food and livestock and the 
purposeful tendering of plants and animals. He 
stated further that agriculture is the mainstay of 
many economies and it is fundamental to the socio-
economic development of a nation because it is a 
major element and factor in national development. 
In the same view, Okoro (2017) described 
agriculture sector as the most important sector of 
the Nigeria economy which holds a lot of potentials 
for the future economic development of the nation 
as it had done in the past. Notwithstanding, the 
enviable position of the oil sector, it is arguably the 
most important sector of the economy.  

Oji-Okoro (2018) states that agricultural 
sector is the largest sector in the Nigerian economy 
with its dominant share of the GDP, employment of 
more than 70% of the active labour force and the 
generation for about 88% of non-oil foreign 
exchange earnings. Its share of the GDP increased 
from an annual average of 38% during 1992 to 
1996 era to 40% during 1997-2001 era compared to 
crude oil which its GDP from which declined from 
an annual average of 13% in 1996 to 12% during 
1997-2011.The GDP later increased to 50% from 
2012-2019 
b.  Economic Development 

Emake (2018) states that economic 
development is the process by which emerging 

economies become advanced economies. In other 
words, the process by which countries with low 
living standards become nations with high living 
standards. Economic development also refers to the 
process by which the overall health, well-being, 
and academic level of the general  

 
population improves.One of the results or 

indices of economic development may include: 
improved productivity, higher literacy rates, and 
better public education, are also some of the indices 
of economic development (Emake, 2018). 

Simply put, economic development is all 
about improving living standards, higher level of 
education and literacy, workers’ income, health and 
lifespan. It is a process in which an economy grows 
or changes and becomes more advanced, especially 
when both economic and social conditions are 
improved. Wikipedia Market Business News (2019 
P. 1-3) says.“ Economic development is the process 
by which a nation improves the economic, political 
and social well-being of its people” 

Both terms of economic development and 
economic growth are often used interchangeably 
but are not entirely the same. Economic growth is 
all about expanding GDP, i.e. making the size of 
the economy bigger. Economic development on the 
other hand, looks at a much wider range of 
statistics than simply GDP or GDP per capital. 
Economic development looks at how the citizens of 
a country are affected. Apart from their living 
standards, it also looks at the freedom they have to 
enjoy those living standards. 
Economic development takes into account the 
following indicators: 
 Average life expectancy, i.e. how long 

people’s lifespan are: 
 Education Standards 
 Literacy rates, i.e what percentage of the 

population can read. 
 Environmental Standards. 
 Availability of housing plus the quantity of 

housing. 
 Access to healthcare. Thus, takes into account 

the number of doctors per thousand people, 
access to affordable medicine, etc. 

 Income per capital. 
Economic growth is a crucial condition for 

development generally and economic development 
in particular. However, economic growth alone is 
not enough because it cannot guarantee 
development. Amartya Kumar, an Indian 
economist and philosopher, who received the 
Nobel Memorial prize in Economic sciences once, 
said ‘Economic development is about creating 
freedom for people and removing obstacles to 
greater freedom (Oji-Okoro, 2018).  
 
Methodology 
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In order to examine the imperativeness of 
agriculture to economic development in Nigeria, 
the paper relied heavily on secondary data (books, 
journals and bulletins). The data has been carefully 
presented and analyzed. Generally, the study has 
been both descriptive and analytical in nature.    
Theoretical Framework 
Lewis Theory 

 In this model/theory, Lewis divides the 
economy in an underdeveloped country in two 
sectors namely the Subsistence sector and the 
capitalist sector. The subsistence is identified with 
the agricultural sector of the economy while the 
capitalist sector implies mainly the manufacturing 
sector of the economy. 

Capitalist sector also includes plantations 
and mining where hired labour is employed for 
purposes of production. The capitalist sector can 
either be private or public in nature. The 
subsistence sector, which is regarded as the 
agricultural sector is considered to be labour 
intensive. It does not use reproducible capital. It 
uses poor techniques of production and has very 
low productivity (Ojiowu, 2018). 
Assumption of the Lewis Theory 

The basic assumption of the model is that 
there exists surplus labour in the subsistence 
sectors. It includes labour whose marginal 
productivity is zero as well as that whose marginal 
productivity is positive but is less than the 
institutional wage. This labour comprises farmers, 
agricultural labourers, petty traders, domestic 
servants and women (Adebayo, 2019). 

Another important assumption that Lewis 
makes is about the savings generated in the 
capitalist sector and in the subsistence sector. The 
capitalist sector invests all its savings for its further 
expansion. Those in the subsistence sector, on the 
other hand squander away their savings, if any in 
purchase of jewelry and for construction of 
temples, etc. The propensity to save of the people 
in subsistence sector is also lower when compared 
with that of those in the capitalist sector. 

Lewis is in fact so much fascinated by the 
higher propensity to save of the capitalist sector 
that he even advocates a transfer of income from 
the subsistence sector to the capitalist sector. He 
feels that steps have to be taken to raise the rate of 
savings from 10% to 15% if thedevelopment of the 
economy has to be smooth (Adebayo, 2019). 

The relevant of the theory is that, the surplus 
labour in the agricultural sector acts as a source of 
unlimited supply of labour for the manufacturing 
sector. By unlimited supply of labour. Lewis means 
that the supply of labour is perfectly elastic at a 
particular wages. This particular wages is 
somewhat higher than the intuitional wage which 
each worker in the agricultural sector gets. The 
division of economy in an underdeveloped country 
in two sectors provide opportunity for the capitalist 

sector to invest all its savings for its further 
expansion. 

A major criticism of the Lewis theory has to 
with the concern notion of “surplus labour”. It is 
interpreted as Zero marginal productivity of 
agricultural labour. This situation is highly unlikely 
and is prone to vigorous attack (Adebayo, 2019). 
Agricultural Development in Nigeria 

Anyaanwuocha, (2015) posits that the 
agricultural history of Nigeria is intertwined with 
its political history. This can be accessed from pre-
colonial and post-colonial periods. Before the 
British conquest the pre-colonial society strived on 
agriculture as the main stay of the traditional 
economy. The period of the colonial administration 
in Nigeria (1861-1960) was punctuated by rather ad 
hoc attention to agricultural development. During 
the era, considerable emphasis was placed on 
research and extension services. But of importance 
to the writer is the post-colonial period. The 1962-
1968 development plan was Nigeria’s first national 
plan. Among several objectives, it emphasized the 
introduction of more modern agricultural methods 
through farm settlements, cooperative (nucleus) 
plantations, supply of improved farm implements 
(e.g. hydraulic hand presses for oil palm 
processing) and a greatly expanded agricultural 
extension services. Some of the specialized 
development schemes initiated or implemented 
include: (i) Farm Settlement Schemes, (ii) National 
Accelerated Food Production Programme 
(NAFPP), (iii) Agricultural Development Projects 
(ADPs) (iv) River Basin Development Authorities 
(RBDAs) (v) Nigerian Agricultural Cooperation 
and Rural Development Bank (NACRDB), (vi) 
Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), (vii) Green 
Revolution Programme (viii) Directorate of Foods, 
Roads and Rural Infrastructures (DFFRI), (ix) 
Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund 
(ACGSF), and Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP). (Anyaanwuocha, 2015)   

Despite all these policies, framework and 
programmes, it is noted by Oji-Okoro (2019) that 
the sector’s performance has not been impressive 
enough, in terms of its contribution to the  

Country’s development. In 2004 the Federal 
Government launched another economic reform by 
name National Empowerment and Development 
Strategies (NEEDs). The programme was aimed at 
promoting growth as well as reduce poverty 
through a participatory process involving civil 
society and development partners. In agricultural 
sector, NEEDS was aimed at promoting and 
improving production, distribution and processing 
of agricultural products. (Oji- Okoro 2018)Nigeria 
has been well known for the significant amount of 
its exports of items like groundnuts, cocoa and oil 
palm products since her independence. A formal 
arrangement was made to market these exports 
globally. These were known as marketing boards. 
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These boards were given charge to handle the 
supply chain and logistics of these items. After 
procuring them from the local farmers, they used to 
arrange for the export of these items as well as sell 
them domestically. It was a very well established 
system. Due to this, the board had become the main 
body as it helped fund the needs of the state 
significantly, through its system of revenue 
generation which proved to be very effective. The 
revenue was mostly generated by selling the 
procured agricultural produce domestically and 
through exports. A widely accepted principle in 
economics states that “people respond to 
incentives” (Carbaugh 2016). The existence of the 
marketing board acted as a chief incentive for key 
export commodity producers in early 1950s. The 
Nigeria Cocoa Marketing board was the first board 
that was setup in 1947. The other boards for crops 
like groundnut, seed cotton and palm produce were 
established two years later. Ojiowu stated that these 
boards were, “nation-wide monopolistic single 
commodity, marketing arrangements and export of 
these crops. The board was also responsible for 
assisting the development of the Nigeria 
agricultural export industry for the benefit and 
prosperity of the producers” (Ojiowu, 2018 p.23).  

In 2016 during the Buhari administration, the 
Federal Government redesigned the price –fixing 
policies to give the producer per unit price for his 
agricultural produce, which was near to the price in 
the world market. This sector provided the country 
with employment and foreign exchange earnings. 
The agricultural sector suffers from extremely low 
productivity, reflecting reliance on antiquated 
methods. Although overall agricultural production 
rose by 50% in 2019. (National Bureau of 
Statistics, 2020).     
An Overview of Agricultural Programmes on 
Economic Development in Nigeria 

In 2020 alone, agriculture contributed 59% to 
Nigeria’s GDP; employs 70% of the 
workingpopulation in Nigeria; provided food for 
about 80% of the Nigerian population. Agriculture 
also provided 10% of livestock production; 5% of 
fisheries production and 5% of forestry production 
(National Bureau of Statistics, 2020).Agriculture 
policy   making in Nigeria undergo review 
overtime Adebayo, (2015) in order to restructure 
agriculture in Nigeria as the price of oil is fallen in 
the international market. The relationship between 
agriculture sectors through its programmes and 
economic growth of the country is discussed 
below: 

The structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) 
impacted positively on economic development of 
Nigeria in many ways, but to mention a few are: 
 The quantity of exportable cash crops 

increased from 48% - 89% between 2015 – 
2020 in order to diversify the economy. 

 Due to increase in exportable cash crops, 
employment rate in the rural area rose from 
35% - 70% between 2015-2020 which 
reduces over dependence on parents/guidance. 

 Structural Adjustment Programmes also 
increased domestic food production for the 
survival of its citizens and also raised 
nutritional standard (Abayomi, 2015). 
National Empowerment and Development 

Strategies (NEEDS) also played a key role in the 
economic development of Nigeria as stated below: 
 National Employment and Development 

Strategies provided good enabling 
environment which accommodated many 
people to key into agricultural production. It 
trained people on how to use agricultural 
inputs such as herbicides, fertilizer 
application and method of planting. It also 
trained farmers on how to turn raw materials 
into finished goods. 

 National Empowerment and Development 
Strategies contributed immensely to improved 
quality and quantity of production thereby 
promoting the products or goods for domestic 
and foreign consumption. 

 National Empowerment and Development 
Strategies ensured effective and efficient 
distribution of goods to the appropriate 
channels to avoid shortage that may result to 
hunger (Abayomi, 2015). 
Furthermore, other programmes have also 

impacted meaningfully to the Nigeria economy. 
River Basin Development Authorities provided 
motorized and hand pump boreholes across 
thenation to alleviate the hardship occurred during 
dry season. The construction of dams by RBDA 
increase irrigation farming in Nigeria from 38%-88% 
between 2015-2020 (Adebayo, 2019). 

Agricultural corporation and Rural 
Development Bank (ACRDB) now known as 
Nigeria Agricultural Development Bank (NADB) 
provided billions of naira as loan to farmers under 
different farmers Associations such as Rice 
Farmers Association of Nigeria, CassavaFarmers 
Association of Nigeria, Soybeans Farmers 
Association of Nigeria as well as cooperative 
societies. The loan assisted farmers to cultivate on 
large scale farm. 

Directorate of foods, roads and rural 
Infrastructures (DFRRI)constructed rural roads to 
convey agricultural produce from farm to the house 
as well as to the market for human and animal 
consumption. DFRRI also provided hand pump 
boreholes in the rural areas to enable farmers 
access portable water during dry season. DFRRI 
provided different varieties of seeds to farmers. 

Agriculture indeed has remained the major 
source of income to the Nigeria economy. About 
90% of the rural population is involved in 
agricultural products also support the processing 

4 
Ikuluke (2021): The Imperative of Agriculture Growth and Economic Development in Nigeria 

 



industries by providing raw materials (Emake, 
2018). 

In order to restructure agriculture in the 
present dispensation, the Buhari administration in 
2019, the Federal Government of Nigeria through 
its Central Bank known as CBN introduced 
agricultural loan scheme known as Anchor 
Borrowers Scheme (ABS) aimed at assisting 
farmers to cultivate on large scale and also produce 
on large quantity. In addition, the Buhari 
administration in 2020 also introduced COVID-19 
loan to farmers and civil servants to aid them 
venture into agricultural activities in order to 
reduce their hardship during the pandemic. All 
these loans were given with low percent interest as 
well as reasonable during of repayment. 

Ojiowu (2018) states that agriculture is the 
Mainstay of the Nigeria economy. The 
contributions of agriculture towards economy 
development include: 
1. Provision of employment: Agriculture is the 

largest employer of labour in Nigeria since 
2010 to date. Many people depend on 
agriculture for their survival. More than 70% 
of the population is engaged in various 
agriculture activities fortheir livelihood such as 
livestock farming, crop farming, fish farming, 
bush hunting for animals, production of palm 
oil etc. As citizen are self-employed through 
agriculture, the economy of the country is 
affected positively because a lot of people can 
afford to pay their children school fees as well 
as foot medical bill. When the citizens are 
educated, it is part of development of the 
country (National Bureau of Statistics, 2015). 

2. Source of Food: Agricultural provides 90% 
food for the teaming population of Nigeria. It 
supplies food to those in the agricultural, 
industrial and other sectors of the economy. 
Food stuffs in the agriculture include: rice, 
beans, yams, banana, fish, maize etc. Many 
people can afford two square meals per day or 
even three. Good feeding gives good health 
and enhanced energy. In 2002 during the 
administration of president Obasanjo, five 
trucks of guinea corn was given to Benue state 
to cater for the displaced people who came 
from Nasarawa and Taraba states. In 2021 
under the regime of President Goodluck 
Jonathan, states that were affected by flood 
were given between two-five trucks of guinea 
corn depending on the gravity of the disaster 
from the green food reserve  (National Bureau 
of Statistics, 2015). 

3. Provision of Raw Materials for Industries: 
Agriculture provides many raw materials to 
Nigerian industries for the growth of Nigerian 
economy. Manufacturing industries used of 
tyres, rubber, palm oil, groundnut oil, while 
other manufacturing industries used hides and 

skin to produce bags and shoes. Meat canning 
industries make use of cattle. Processing 
industries used orange, mango and pineapple 
for juice as well as yam, cassava and maize for 
floor mill. Maize, soybeans and rice cheeps are 
used to process animals’ feeds. The provision 
for the raw materials to industries boost the 
economy of the country as all items needed for 
human use are made available (Carbaugh, 
2016). 

4. Source of government Revenue: between 
2010-2020 in Benue state for instance, the 
internally generated revenue (IGR) of the local 
government in the state which agriculture 
contribute 80% was used for the provision of 
infrastructures such as stepping down of 
electricity in some communities, grading of 
rural roads and opening of streets, construction 
of bridges and fixing of culverts as well as 
sinking of boreholes. When the rural roads are 
motorable, there is portable water and 
electricity, the social economic activities of the 
local government will be booming which is 
part of development of the country (Okoro, 
2017). 

5. Source of Foreign of Exchange:Foreign 
exchange of agricultural produce exposes 

citizens to other countries and also educates 
them. It also promotes the name of the country 
and revenue is also generated (Obafemi, 2018). 

6. Source of Income to Farmers: Many farmers 
depend on farming as a source of income 
tomaintain their families. Accumulated savings 
can be invested in other productive areas in 
order to diversify the economy. 

7. Contributing to Gross Domestic 
Product:Agriculture contributes significantly 
to the gross domestic product of the Nigeria 
economy. It accounts for one third of the gross 
domestic product. It shares of GDP increased 
from an annual average of 38% during 2010-
2015 to 40% during 2015-2020 as compared to 
crude oil which its GDP declined from an 
annual average of 13% in 2010-2015 and 12% 
in 2015-2020 (National Bureau of Statistics, 
2020). 

Challenges of Agricultural Sector in Nigeria 
Obafemi (2018) states that less than 50% of 

Nigeria’s cultivable agricultural land is under 
cultivated due to poor access to modern inputs and 
many other problems. Consequently, Obafemi 
identifies land tenure system as amajor problem of 
agriculture in Nigeria. The land tenure system in 
many areas does not encourage agricultural 
productivity. In many places, land is communally 
owned and farmers have no right to claim the land 
after use. People who wish to farm on a large scale 
and do not belong to the community find it difficult 
to acquire enough land. This policy denies many 
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people who are willing to cultivate on large scale to 
cultivate in small quantity that may lead to hunger. 

Relatedly, Obafemi (2018) has linked the 
problem with the use of obsolete farm implements 
such as hand hoes and cutlasses leads to low 
productivity; a lot of energy is wasted in using the 
local implements with low cultivation. The use of 
modern farm equipment such as tractors and 
harvesters leads to higher productivity per man. 

Climate problem is also not left out. Climate 
condition in some parts of Nigeria constitute a 
problem to agriculture. Some parts of the country 
sometime have long dry season, while other parts 
of the country sometimes experience heavy rainfall. 
Changes that occur in climate like loading and soil 
erosion leads to the destruction of track of farm 
land which causes low yields (Okoro, 2017).  

Inadequate capital is another major challenge 
as many people who are willing to cultivate on a 
large scale find it difficult because of small capital. 
Some cannot adopt new farming techniques asa 
result of shortage of capital. Poor farmers cannot 
provide the collateral required for  
obtaining bank loan. Therefore, banks are not 
willing to grant loans to such farmers (Adebayo, 
2019).  

Poor transport facilities is anotherchallenge 
faced by farmers in remote areas that farmers find 
it difficult to transport their produce for sale. Many 
of the farm produce perish before arriving at their 
destination due to bad roads. Farmers in such areas 
are compelled to reduce their production hence 
large scale farming does not yield them much 
dividend. (Okoro, 2017). 

Inadequate storage facilities is also included in 
the challenges. At present, there are inadequate 
storage facilities for many crops such as silos for 
grain and cold room for perishable commodities. 
These facilities are sometimes not available and 
sometime insufficient which makes perishable 
products to spoil. The cause of the damage is due to 
either attacks by pests or weather condition. This 
problem also lowers the spirit of many farmers to 
produce on large scale in the next farming season 
(Adebayo, 2019). 

Illiteracy and the conservative attitude of 
farmers are not left out. The high level of illiteracy 
among the farming population is a major factor 
hindering agricultural development in Nigeria. 
They are unable to read agricultural literature 
published by the Ministry of Agriculture and other 
agricultural agencies such as pamphlets which 
contain new farming techniques on how to apply 
various crops and when to apply herbicides. In 
addition, conservatism among peasant farmers 
poses a serious threat to agricultural development 
because some farmers are not willing to adopt new 
techniques of farming. The constant attacks on 
crops and animals by diseases and pests before 
harvesting period.Caterpillar and armyworm 

destroy many crops, the mealy bug has consistently 
been attacking cassava in many areas, and the 
presence of tsetse fly causes cattle diseases. The 
destruction of agricultural products by pests and 
diseases leads to a poor yield per hectare (Ayoola, 
2018). 
Action Plans to Revamp Agricultural Expansion 
in Nigeria. 

Emake (2018) states that there are many 
measures for increasing agricultural productivity 
that have been undertaken by the government. 
These action plans include: 
 Provision of Modern Farming Implements: 

Government has provided modern farming 
implements such as tractors and harvesters to 
enable peasant farmers produce in large 
quantities, the use of modern farm implements 
will increase production. 

 Establishment of Agricultural Banks: 
Government has established agricultural banks 
in all 36 states of the federation including FCT 
which is providing credit facilities to farmers 
to enable them cultivate on large scale and 
produce large quantity of food to the teaming 
population. 

 Provision of Chemicals:For farmers in 
Nigeria tocultivate on large scale successfully,  
chemical of different types has been made 
available to farmers to clear their land before 
and after which reduce human stress. The 
chemicals also killed pests that attack farms 
which leads to healthy growth of crops due to 
non-attacks of pests and diseases. 

 Border Closure:  The present government 
under the leadership of President Muhammadu 
Buhari directed the closure of all borders in 
Nigeria with effect from June 2019, the 
Nigerian Customs Service as well as Nigeria 
Immigration Service immediately heed to the 
directive of the president and closed the border 
from July 2019 to date. The border closure has 
encouraged and lead to higher patronage of 
Nigeria agricultural produce. 

 Establishment of Agricultural Research 
Centres:The establishment of agricultural 
research centres has increased productivity as 
people are acquainted with the modern 
methods of farming. Theestablishment of these 
centres by government create awareness to 
farmers on the recent development in 
agriculture sector like new seedling, new 
chemicals, etc. The research centres will help 
farmers to research thoroughly in order to be 
proactive and produce in large quantity and 
good quality. 

Conclusion 
On the whole, the agricultural sector 

contributes significantly to Nigeria’s GDP. The 
employment base of the Nigeria economy is largely 
dependent on this sector. As discussed above, the 
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agricultural sectors contributes more than 30% to 
the national economy-though it is expected to 
contribute about 50% maximally to the Nigerian 
economy if not for the neglect of agriculture when 
oil was discovered in a commercial quantity in the 
1970s. It is long overdue for the Nigeria economy 
to diversify. The negative perception and 
orientation of the average Nigeria about 
agricultural sector should be disabused so that this 
sector can contribute optimally to GDP. 
Recommendations 
1. It is however, recommended that Government 

should provide funds to acquire sophisticated 
farm tools and increase her budgetary 
allocation to this sector in a consistent manner 
because of its importance to the national 
economy, hoping that with proper monitoring 
of fund, it would contribute more significantly 
to the economy of the country.An effective 
utilization of such funds is     also advocated 
and all areas of wastage blocked.  

2. The peasant farmers who live in the rural areas 
and who are the major providers of food for 
the nation should be adequately catered for by 
making the rural areas more conductive and 
habitable by the provision of adequate 
infrastructural facilities such as good roads, 
pipe borne water and electricity. The provision 
of these facilities will no doubt impact 
positively on the rural farmer’s productivity. 

3. Government should encourage the use of 
modern mechanized farm tools, and subsidize 
the prices of agro-chemical and fertilizer for 
farmers.  

4. Government should establish more research 
institutes to improve seedling production, 
encourage the use of irrigation farming system 
and provision of storage facilities for seasonal 
products as means of improving the country’s 
agriculture output. 

5. Government should encourage more 
exportation of agricultural output as this in turn 
will enhance external foreign exchange 
earnings and improve the competitiveness of 
Nigerian   agricultural produce in the 
international market.   
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