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ABSTRACT

This study examines the effects of farmer-herder crisis on food security in Ijumu Local Government as a case study. The specific
objectives of this study include to identify the causes, effects and scoping strategy of farmers-herders crisis in food security. A
well-structured questionnaire was used to obtain the data from 195 respondents using simple random sampling technique. In
addition, Focused Group discussion was used to elicit the opinions of both farmers and herders on the subject matter. Both
descriptive and inferential statistics were used in the analysis of the data. Results show that the major cause of the crisis is
competition over arable lands for farming and grazing and compete for water especially in the dry season as opined by 88.72%
of the respondents.  The study also revealed that affected farmers are unable to access their farms mainly due to fear which have
caused food shortage and hunger in such household. The study further revealed that the farmers’ standard of living has been
greatly affected as affirmed by 77.9% of the respondents. The chi-square result show that there is a significant negative effects of
the crisis on food security in Ijumu L.G.A with a table value of 3.84 and a calculated value of 168.005. Based on the findings, the
study recommends that the Kogi state government should encourage agro-pastoralism to reduce the dependence on farm crops to
feed their cow’s mostly in the dry season to avoid future occurrence of such crisis  between the farmer – herder in the country.
Keywords: farmer, herder, crises, food, insecurity

Introduction

Food security is a condition related to the supply of food
and individual’s access to it. Concerns over food security
have existed throughout history. There is evidence of
granaries being in use over 10,000 years ago, with central
authorities in civilizations including ancient china and
ancient Egypt being known to release food from storage in
times of famine (Illufoye, 2009).

The sustainable development goals (SDGs) number two
addresses the issue of hunger and food security globally.
These goals are set to be attain by 2030 and the united
nation development programme (UNDP). The united nation
development programme as an organ proposes to see that
the world is without hunger and there should be sustainable
food production on global scale (UNDP, 2016).

According to Kassam (2014) and Basil (2015), the crisis in
most part of Nigeria especially the Herders and farmers
clash are largely uncalled for. Farmers can no longer farm
peacefully because of Herders. These Herders and farmers
clash have pitched Christians and Muslims against each
other. The crisis has had devastating effects on inter-group
relationships especially in Iffe-Ijumu in Ijumu L.G.A of
Kogi State. Apart from the loss of lives, farmlands, food
produce and property, it has profound influence on
residential relationships, leading to new trends in the

polarization of communities. This is evident in a physical
manifestation of mono religious areas in Kogi and Benue
States, with Christians and Muslims living in dominant
religious clusters (Eyekpemi, 2016).

Studies conducted by Basil (2015) and Ekpeyemi (2016)
have shown that, serious crisis erupt between Herders and
farmers leading to loss of lives, valuable properties and
destruction of vast expanse of arable agricultural farmlands
thereby posing serious threat to food security since farmers
for fear of attack could no longer go to farm and harvest
their farm produce. The recent attack by herders is on the
increase, with the most recent attacks in June 2019
occurring in Iffe community and more communities. The
Federal Government in an effort to cub the situation
ordered an inquiry, military crackdown on the group and
affirmed its plans to establish cattle ranches as a solution to
the frequent clashes between Herders and farmers in
Nigeria (Basil, 2015).

In recent times, the killings recorded by Herders and
farmers clash has rampaged most communities displacing
them of their farmlands and loss of their major source of
livelihood. This is becoming unbearable with the Herders
always having their ways leaving the farmers at their
mercy. Farmers now go to farm armed with weapons for
defense in case of attack (Ekpeyemi, 2016).

Several deaths and casualties have been recorded in series
of clash between Herders and farmers. Most people
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attribute the clash between Herders and Farmers to
religious differences between the Muslims or Islam’s and
the Christians (Basil, 2015). Several farmlands have been
destroyed due to crisis erupting between farmers and
Herders. Herders attribute the roots of the crisis to religious
differences resulting in the killing of their cows while the
farmers see the Herders as a threat to their crops and
agricultural produce since the Herders allow their cows to
feed on the farmers’ crops.

The farmers-herders crisis is posing a serious obstacle to a
successful national economy. Herders and farmers crisis
has become a major threat to the national security and
development of Nigeria due to the fact that its increased
operation has caused diversion and removed government
attention on some key areas of the economy, as huge
amount of human and material resources are channeled into
curbing the menace (Egodi, 2010).

This study therefore, focuses on the effects of the farmers-
herders’ crisis on food security in Ijumu Local Government
Area of Kogi state.

1. Study Area and method

Ijumu Local Government area is located between latitude
7o30N to 8o10N and longitude 5o45 E to 6o15 E with Iyara
as the headquarters. It shares boundaries with Mopa-Muro
and Ondo state to the west, Kabba-Bunu to the north and
east and Okehi to the south (Ifabiyi 2010). The local
government is underlain by Basement Complex rocks and
this suggests that drainage pattern will be dendritic. The
weather of Ijumu L.G.A. belongs to the humid tropical
weather with distinct periods. The wet season starts from
April and ends in October. The vegetation is that of
deciduous forest and southern guinea savanna, thick gallery
forest is found all over the LGA. The total land area of
Ijumu local government area is about 1,306km2(504sq mi)
and is mainly used for agricultural activities to perform
agricultural function for examples crop cultivation (yam,
cassava, maize, beans) among others and rearing of
livestock by the Herders both covering at about 50% of the
total land area. Figures 1, 2 and 3 show the location of kogi
state in Nigeria, Ijumu in kogi state and the study area
respectively.
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Figure 1: Nigeria showing the location of Kogi state.

Source: GIS Lab. Department Of Geography and Environmental Studies KSU 2019

Figure 2: Kogi state showing the location of Ijumu LGA

Source: GIS Lab. Department Of Geography and Environmental Studies KSU 2019

Figure 3: The study Area

Source: GIS Lab. Department Of Geography and
Environmental Studies KSU 2019

The nature of data for this research include the response of
farmers, herders and communities leader on the causes,
effects and coping strategy of the crisis as part of the
primary data. Similarly focus group discussion (FGD) was
used to source information from the herders through an
interpreter. The population of Ijumu local government area
as at 2006 was 118,593(national population census 2006)
and the population was projected to 2019 which is 165,593.
The study purposively selected seven (7) different areas in

Ijumu local government area. This include: Iyara, Iyamoye,
Egbeda- egga, Aiyetoro gbede, Okoro gbede, Iffe, Ekinrin-
adde. The total number of registered farmers in the study
area is one hundred and ninety five (195) as obtained from
farmer’s cooperative society in Ijumu Local Government
Area. One hundred and ninety five (195) questionnaires
were purposively administered on the registered as the
respondents. The study adopted both descriptive and
inferential statistics to analyze the result obtained from the
field.
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2. Results and Discussion
The demographic characteristic of the respondents selected
for assessment along the expressed opinions was sex, age,

highest educational qualification, marital status, occupation
and income. Each of these variables is tabulated in
frequencies.

Table 1: Socio Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents
Response Frequency Percentage (%)
Gender Male 146 74.87

Female 49 25.13

Total 195 100
Age Below 25 years 19 9.74

26-50 years 117 60
51 years and above 59 30.25

Total 195 100
Educational qualification Primary 46 23.59

Secondary 58 29.74
Tertiary 51 26.15
None 40 20.51

Total 195 100
Marital status Married 125 64.10

Single 40 20.51
Divorced 7 3.59
Separated 9 4.62
Widowed 11 5.64

Total 195 100
Occupations Farming 141 72.31

Civil servant 16 8.21
Trading 18 9.23
Artisans 8 4.10
Retirees 8 4.10
Others 4 2.05

Total 195 100
Monthly income <10,000 naira 24 12.31

10,000-20,000 29 14.87
21,000-30,000 24 12.31
31,000-40,000 46 23.59
41,000-50,000 32 16.41
51,000-60,000 18 9.23
61,000 and above 22 11.28

Total 195 100
Farmland size 1-2 hectares 41 21.03

3-4 hectares 64 32.82
5-6 hectares 37 18.97
7-8 hectares 22 11.28
9-10 hectares 20 10.26
11 and above 11 5.64

Total 195 100
Source: Field survey, 2019

The distribution in table 1 revealed that the respondents
were made up of 146 (74.87%) males and 49 (25.13%)
females. This table also shows that respondents who were

below 25years were only 19 representing 9.74% of the total
respondents. Those within the age range of 26 and 50years
were 117 representing 60% of the respondents. While those
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within 51 and above were 59 representing 30.25%. This
distribution clearly showed that the respondents were all
adults and therefore expected to have valid information on
the effects of Herders and farmers crisis on food security in
Ijumu local government area. Table 1 revealed that 58
(26.15%) of the total respondents was with a secondary
school certificate as the highest educational qualification,
46 (23.59%) had primary school certificate as the highest
educational qualification, 51 (26.15%) were with tertiary
certificates but the rest of the respondents 40 (20.51%)
were those who did not have formal education. These
distributions clearly shows that the respondents could be
considered educated enough to understand the subject
matter of this investigation and therefore give valid
information. The respondents distribution along marital

status this depicts 125 (64.10%) of the total respondents as
married, 20.51% of the total respondents as single,
7(3.59%) of the total respondent are divorced at the time of
this analysis, 9(4.62%) are separated while the remaining
11 (5.64%) of the total respondents are widows. The
classification shows that most of these respondents have
farm land in the area of this study though some take
farming as a vocational job as they involve in other paying
job, 41 respondents have 1-2 hectares making (21.03%), 64
respondents have 3-4 hectares making  (32.82%), 37
respondents have 5-6 hectares making (18.28%), 22
respondents have 7-8 hectares making (11.28%), 20
respondents have (10.26%), while 11 respondents have 11
and above hectares making (5.64%).

Table 2: Respondents View on the causes of Farmers-Herders Crisis
Responses Frequency Percentage (%)

Encroachment on fresh water 47 24.10

Encroachment on crop land 79 40.51

Encroachment on forest and fish 47 24.10

Others 22 11.28

Total 195 100

Source: Field survey, 2019
Table 2 shows that most of this respondents 79 (40.51%)
opined that the possible causes of crisis among farmers and
herders is encroachment of the headers into the farmers
arable crop land, 47 (24.10%) believes the problem is

caused by fresh water, another 47 (24.10%) believes the
problem is caused by forest and fish, others believe the
crisis is caused by other factors like intense bush burning.

Table 3: Perceived Effects of Farmers/Herders Crisis effect on Food Security
Responses Frequency Percentage (%)

Yes 188 96.41

No 7 3.59

Total 195 100

Source: Field survey, 2019
The table aimed at determining the effect of
farmers/herders crisis on food security in the study area,
from this reports 188 (96.41%) of the total respondents
agreed that farmers/herders crisis have effect on food
security, while the remaining 7 (3.59%) believe otherwise.
This effects have drastically reduce the standard of living
among communities on food security by the way of
destroying the crop land by herders, contamination of
streams, farmers fear of going to farm, herders disregard
for local traditional authorities, deforestation by both the
Herders and the Farmers creating imbalance ecosystem
therefore affecting the standard of living on the aspect of

food security which is the main economic development of
Ijumu Local Government and Nation as a whole.
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Table 4: Respondents View on coping strategy
Responses Frequency Percentage (%)

Cattle route & reserve 51 26.15

Prohibition of small arms & light weapon 40 20.51

Deployment of security agencies 97 49.74

Others 7 3.59

Total 195 100

Source: Field survey, 2019
Most of the sampled respondents opined that strategies to
adopted in living peacefully within the herders by the
farmers is to deploy security agencies to the areas this is
evidence as 97 (49.74%) of the total respondents agreed
with this term, 51 (26.15%) others opined that cattle route
and reserve should be created to create a mark between

farmers and herders, 40 (20.51%) of the respondents state
that prohibition of small arms and light weapon among
farmers and herders will reduce the crisis while the
remaining 7 (3.59%) choose other strategies like; nomadic
education and awareness or adequate funding for great
green wall initiative.

Table 5: Respondents View on Payment for Land
Responses Frequency Percentage (%)

None 30 15.38

Food stuffs(meat/milk) 28 14.36

Clothes 1 0.51

Manure 136 69.74

Total 195 100

Source: Field survey, 2019
The table shows that the highest non-monetary reward
received from herders from the land occupied is manure
this is proved by the response of 136 (69.74%) of the total
respondents, 28 (14.36%) of the total respondents believed
that the only social benefits gained from herders by the host

communities is provision of food to the community
residence, only 1 (0.51%) respondents believe that the
community benefit clothing materials from herders while
the remaining 30 (15.38%) believes that no social benefit
gained from the herders by the host communities.

Table 6: Respondents View on Community Development by the Herders
Responses Frequency Percentage (%)

Yes 58 29.74

No 137 70.26

Total 195 100

Source: Field survey, 2019

The above table shows that despite the crisis between
herders and farmers 58 respondents representing (29.74%)
believes that herders contribute to community development

while 137 (70.26%) believe that herders did not contribute
to community development in any way.

Table 7: Respondents View on the Reduction of Standard of Living
Responses Frequency Percentage (%)



CONFLUENCE JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES VOL 14 (ISSUE 1) 2021

7

www.confluencejournal.com.ng ISSN: 1597-5827

Idakwoji et al., Effects Of Farmers-Herders Crisis On Food Security In Ijumu Local Government Area Of Kogi State

Yes 152 77.95

No 43 22.05

Total 195 100

Source: Field survey, 2019

Table7 shows respondents’ perspectives on “if farmers and
herders crisis has reduce the standard of living among the
community and food security”? 152 (77.95%) of the total
respondents believe that farmers and herders crisis has
reduce the standard of living in the community, while the
remaining 43 (22.05%) believed that farmers and herders
crisis has not reduce the standard of living among the
community.
Focus Group Discussion was carried out in the seven (7)
sampled communities such as Egbeda, Ekirin-adde, Iffe,
Iyara, Iyamoye, Ayetoro and Okoro. At egbeda, out of ten
(10) participants, nine (9)  opined  that the causes of these
crisis is that farmers want to have everything in their own
way like planting along river channel where cattle come to
drink water. At Ekirin out of nine (9) participants eight (8)
opined that farmers accusation is much even when they are
innocent.  At Iffe, out of ten (10) participants seven (7)
opined that farmers are planting crops along cattle corridor
where the cattle use to pass. At Iyara eight (8) out of nine
(9) also opined that farmers are planting along cattle
corridor where the cattle use to pass. At Ayetoro seven (7)
out of ten (10) participants opined that ethnic differences
are the major cause of this crisis. While at Okoro all the
nine (9) participants opined that it was mainly on forests in
which the farmers want it in favor of them.
There are negative effects of this crisis as seven (7) out of
nine participants in Egbeda, eight (8) out of nine (9)   in
Ekirin, eight (8) out of nine (9)   in Iffe, all the nine (9)
participants in Ayetoro and seven (7) out of ten (10) in
Iyamoye opined that it reduce their economy by the way of
compulsory supply without demand because of the death of
cattle due to the crisis. At Okoro, eight (8) out of nine (9)
participants opined that the crisis brings famine to them. At
Iyamoye, seven (7) out of nine (9) participants were of the
opinion that farmer-herder crisis brings about fear of going
to fields because of farmers threat thereby affecting their
economic activities negatively.
In terms of coping strategy by herders in which seven (7)
out of ten (10) participants in Iffe and eight (8) out of nine
(9) participants in Egbeda said that their women (wives and
children) goes around hawking cow milk (Nono) in order to
generate income for the family . At Ekirin all the nine (9)
participants opined that they build strong relationship with
the farmers and the community at large thereby reducing
the conflict to some extent which is the similar response
gotten from eight (8) out of nine (9) participants at
Iyamoye. At Ayetoro eight (8) out of nine (9)   participants

and all the nine (9) participants at Okoro opined that the
only way is through tolerance. At Iyara seven (7) out of ten
(10) participants opined that the way they use to cope is
through seasonal migration because most of these fight
occurs during the dry season.
A preventive measure was the opinion of the entire nine
participants in Ayetoro through proper up- bringing. At
Egbeda six (6) out of nine (9)   opined that is by making an
executing law against igniting crisis. At Iffe, seven (7) out
of ten (10) participants and the entire nine (9) participants
in Okoro opined that the crisis can be prevented through
cattle ranch. At Iyara all the eight (8) participants opined
that by seeking peace among each other. At Ekirin eight (8)
out of nine (9) opined that by having things in common like
inter-marriage between the indigenes and the herders. At
Iyamoye, all the nine (9) participants opined that by rules
and regulation made by the head of both parties.
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HYPOTHESIS TESTING
The data on the table 3 was used to test the hypothesis. The
Ho states that crisis between Herders and farmers have no

significant effect on food security in Ijumu local
government area.

Table 9: Chi-square test of hypothesis

Test Statistics
Have this crisis have effect on food security?

Chi-
Square

168.005a

Df 1
Asymp.
Sig.

.000

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell
frequency is 97.5.
Source: SPSS version 20.

Degree of freedom (df) = 1, The level of significance = 5%,
X2 table = 3.84, X2 calculated = 168.005
From the analysis the level of sequence which represents
the highest probability with which the researcher is willing
to risk is 5% from chi-square (X2) table at the 5% level
required X2 3.84 (this is the critical value). Since the X2

(calculated), 168.005 is greater than the critical value X2

0.05 df1 = 3.84 we reject the null hypothesis (H0) and
accept alternative hypothesis (H1) “The crises between
Herders and farmers have significant effect on food
security in Ijumu local government area”.

3. Conclusion and Recommendations

The major causes of farmers and herders crisis on food
security is compete for fresh water, compete for land and
compete for forest and fish which has effects on the food
security by the way of intense bush burning, unsecured
land, discouragement of mechanized farming, cattle theft,
stolen of farm produce by herders, limited fertile land for
farmers, reduction in farm yields and the income of farmers
among others. This effects have drastically reduce the
standard of living among communities on food security by
the way of destroying the crop land by herders,
contamination of streams, farmers fear of going to farm,
herders disregard for local traditional authorities,
deforestation by both the Herders and the Farmers creating
imbalance ecosystem therefore affecting the standard of
living on the aspect of food security which is the main
economic development of Ijumu Local Government and
Nation as a whole.
The study therefore recommended that firstly, more
Agricultural Extension Officers should be employed to
educate farmers about modern technologies that will help
increase their crop yield. More to this point is that farmers
must be encouraged to use improved varieties of crops such
as obatanpa maize; rapid plantain and cassava
multiplication that will take short time on the field but also
increase yields.

Secondly, the government should also support farmers with
finances to go into irrigation farming during the dry season
to avoid farmers planting along and around river banks
where cattle also depend during the season.

Thirdly, traditional rulers should create community buffer
stock and farmers sensitized to donate some of their annual
harvest for storage. This can be used to support community
members/farmers affected by the crisis and excess sold at
moderate price during lean season to avoid high prices of
food on the market, the monies raised can be channeled
into developmental projects in the community/village.
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